AP Government Summer Requirements 2008
Kubasaki High School

Welcome to AP Government!  This course will be an in-depth examination of American Government and Politics.  As a prerequisite for taking this class you are required to complete summer homework. All work needs to be completed by the first day of class.   Summer homework counts toward your first quarter grade.  

Instructor:  Megan Youness   megan.youness@pac.dodea.edu
Please don’t hesitate to contact me over the summer.  If you have questions, don’t wait until August.  It may take me a few days to get back to you, but I will respond.
1. Current Events
If you can relate the theoretical concepts of the course to actual events, you are much more likely to understand and retain the material.  Therefore, you should do one or more of the following every day:
· Read a major national newspaper (ie: Washington Post, NY Times, Chicago Tribune, etc.) You can find these papers online.
· Watch news broadcast that concentrates on national news.  (CNN, ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, PBS, etc.)

· Read news magazines (The Economist, Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, etc.)

· Watch daily, or weekly news anthology shows (Hardball with Chris Mathews, Face the Nation, Meet the Press, etc.)
REQUIREMENT #1:

Keep a running log (in a journal or notebook) of various events as you read/watch each week.  Write a few sentences about what is happening, and your thoughts. You will have a current event quiz on the first day of class. 
Please note:  You should be following events that are related to U.S. Government.  
Examples include: 2008 Presidential election, foreign and domestic affairs, Supreme Court decisions, legislation passed by Congress, Presidential actions, etc.  While there are always many interesting/entertaining stories and scandals happening in our country, I do not want to read about them in your current event journal (unless they are related to our government or politics).
2. Summer Reading 

To create momentum and interest in the class, you are required to read the following book: 

Hardball, by Chris Matthews (1999) 
ISBN#: 0684845598 
The book can be purchased used on several websites:  Ebay, Amazon, Half.com, etc.  Please make sure you to purchase the 1999 edition of the book.  Using the above  ISBN # when ordering will avoid an incorrect purchase. 
REQUIREMENT #2:  

In addition to reading the book, you must complete one Hardball assignment.  You have the option of choosing assignment 1 or assignment 2.   A rubric has been provided for each assignment.  Make sure you reference the appropriate rubric while working on your chosen assignment.   The assignment is also due on the first day of class, and will count as a project grade for the 1st quarter.   
3. Just for Fun
 If you find yourself with extra time during your vacation, watch any of the following:
Movies:  “Unprecedented”, “Journeys with George”,  “Primary Colors”, “Wag the Dog”, “The Candidate”, “Gideon’s Trumpet”, “The War Room”, “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington”, “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Again”
TV Programs: West Wing (on DVD), Daily Show with Jon Stuart, The Colbert Report
Good Luck! Have a great summer. 
I look forward to seeing you in the fall.

