AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT SUMMER 2008 

Dear AP Literature and Composition students: 

I welcome you to an extremely rewarding and challenging course for your senior year. I have found it invaluable to assign reading over the summer, and this year will be no different. It not only allows us to get a jump on the monolithic task at hand (preparing you for college writing assignments and the national exam in May), but keeps your brain from remaining stagnant for too long. 

Listed below are three literary works I expect you to read. Beowulf, try to obtain the translation by R. M. Liuzza if you can. Macbeth, by Bill Shakespeare and The Awakening by Kate Chopin. 

However, reading them is not all that is expected; reading is just one of many steps: First, you can either purchase the books online from any book store, go to your local library and check them out, or go to the following online sources and download them to a disc or pen drive and read them at your leisure.

www.gutenberg.org  

http://ebook.de.ac.in/etext.library.adelaide.edu.au/index/html
I suggest printing them because we will discuss them in class and you will need these works to write your notes on. Once you have commandeered the titles, you will need to carefully read through (and annotate if purchased) your copy noting pithy (look it up)  quotations, important moments, and literary details. Once you have finished the reading, you will then need to complete a reading summary for each title. The reading summaries must have the following components: 

A. Title/Author 

B. Brief Synopsis (500 WORD MAXIMUM FOR THIS SECTION PLEASE) 
C. Thematic Statements 

D. Main Characters 

E. Pithy Quotations 

F. Tone/Diction/Imagery/Structure/Purpose 

A few words of wisdom…first, each reading summary should be NO MORE than three pages in length, but should be thorough. Second, spend some time on these—hastily done summaries will be heavily scrutinized and graded. Third, they must be word processed with a cover sheet using APA Format and printed when you arrive on the first day of class—NO EXCEPTIONS. Not familiar with APA formatting, no problem. Go to owl.english.purdue.edu. I think this a very user friendly site; you might want to add it to your favorites because we will be using the APA Format all year. 
I have also provided an example of what your paper should look like. The cover page will be required on all formal writing assignments in this class. All writing assignments will be written in: New Times Roman Font 12 and Double Spaced. 
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AP Literature Summer Reading Summaries

Title: Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Author: Zora Neale Hurston 
Synopsis: Janie Mae, a black woman who lives in Eatonville, returns home after several years absence dressed in overalls and alone. Rumors about her run amuck, and her friend Pheoby confronts Janie about the story behind everything. Janie tells her of her life, relating her grandmother’s struggle to raise her mulatto daughter and then raising Janie, who was left behind by her mother. Upon her realization about the mysteries of love and kissing Johnny Taylor, Janie’s grandmother urges her to marry Brother Logan Killicks, so as to provide Janie with protection, especially the guarantee of not being alone. Killicks expects Janie to be a mule—hardworking and obedient—and Janie finds no happiness. She runs away with Joe Starks early in her marriage, still a young woman. They marry and settle in a newly-forming all black town. Joe helps to establish and enlarge Eatonville as the new mayor by setting up a store and post office and buying more land to draw folks into town. As Mrs. Mayor, Janie is only to be a figurehead, tending the store and not interacting with the locals. She still finds no happiness in the two decades with Joe. After his death, Janie meets Vergible Woods (Tea Cake) who allows her to particpate in everything and truly loves her. They marry and journey away from Eatonville to begin a new life—ending up ultimately in the Everglades, where Tea Cake and Janie pick beans during the season and interact with others out there to make quick money. Janie learns ho to fish, hunt, and love. Tea Cake plays poker with others in town, and they stay there two seasons. During their marriage, Janie watches as Tea Cake takes her money once and also slaps her once because she wants to protect his masculinity. Suddenly, a hurricane hits and they try to escape, literally running from the flooding. While caught in the water, Tea Cake is bitten by a mad dog and attacks Janie, who must shoot him. Janie returns to Eatonville alone, but having loved, she is happier than before and has her memories with which she can continue. 
Thematic Statements 
a. Love is something experienced, not explained or showed by anybody else. 

b. A soul is not dead until someone ceases to feel and love that person. 

c. Memories provide sanctity to those alone: without memories, one stops feeling and living. 

d. Wealth and power do not always equal love and happiness. 

Main Characters (Keep it simple, these are too many) 
Janie Starks 


Lee Coker 


Joe Starks 

Tea Cake 


Amos Hicks 


Leafy Washburn 
Pheoby Watson 

Brother Logan Killicks 
Johnny Taylor


Sam Watson 


Nanny Crawford 

Matt Bonner
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Pithy Quotations: 
“She knew now that marriage did not make love. Janie’s first dream was dead, so she became a woman” (24). 

“An envious heart makes a treacherous ear.” (5).
“It’s a known fact, Pheoby, you got tuh go there tuh know there. Yo’ papa and mama and nobody else can’t tell yuh and show yuh. Two things everybody’s got tuh do fuh theyselves. They got tuh go tuh God, and they got tuh find out about livin’ fuh theyselves” (183). 
“She stood there until something fell off the shelf inside her. Then she went inside there to see what it was. It was her image of Jody tumbled down and shattered. But looking at it she saw that it never was the flesh and blood figure of her dreams. Just something she had grabbed up to drape her dreams over” (67-68). 
“[Tea Cake] drifted off into sleep and Janie looked down on him and felt a self-crushing love. So her soul crawled out from its hiding place” (122). 

Tone: Hurston provides a contrast of tones between when Jaine is lost in a world without love and her time with Tea Cake, when she feels love. In the beginning, Janie is disillusioned about what love means: her grandmother told her it would come with marriage, but Janie did not find this. Between Logan, who saw Janie as a mule, and Joe, who expected Janie to be a figure, the reader can sense Janie’s solemn existence through her husbands. “Mah own mind had tuh be squeezed can crowded out tuh make room for your in me” (82). However, the tone changes when Janie becomes independent and finds true love in Tea Cake—it is more joyful and humorous. 

Diction: the word choice is so realistic of the local color of the Blacks during that time. Readers must decipher parts because the words are spelled just like one might hear them. In this way, Hurston is not only adding realism, but keeping alive the very important oral tradition. “Then you must tell ‘em day love aint somthin’ lak uh grindstone dat’s de same thing everywhere and do de same thing tuh everything it touch. Love is lak de sea. It’s uh movin’ thing, but still and all, it takes its shape from de shore it meets, and it’s different with every shore” (182). 

Imagery: the novel is fairly straightforward and relays the story of Janie’s life, but Hurston does provide small lines of humor that interject certain images into the readers head. For example: 

Ships at a distance have every man’s wish on board. For some the come in with the tide. For others, they sail forever on the horizon, never out of sight, never landing until the Watcher turns his eyes away in resignation, his dreams mocked to death by Time” (1). 

These sitters had been tongueless, earless, eyeless conveniences all day long. Mules and brutes had occupied their skins…they say in judgment” (1-2). 

“Ah don’t want yo’ feathers always crumpled by folks throwin’ up things in ya’face. And Ah can’t die easy thinkin’ maybe de menfolks white or black is makin’ spit cup out you: Have some sympathy fuh me. Put me down easy, Jane, Ah’m a cracked plate” (19). 
Structure: Hurston uses a really complex structure to complete the novel. It is stories upon stories upon stories with almost none of the narrative actually talking about the present time, yet each story is told in the present tense. It begins with Janie returning from the Everglades following Tea Cake’s death, and she tells her life story to Phoeby including the stories her grandmother told her. The novel eventually returns to Phoeby and Janie at the end. 

�Always start by inserting the first three words of your title.


�Make sure your Title and class information are centered and double spaced.





