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Kubasaki High School

AP United States Government and Politics
Megan Youness, Instructor

Course Description 
AP U.S. Government is a yearlong course that is equivalent to a one-semester introductory college course in U.S. Government and Politics.  This course provides a learning experience that incorporates:

· Studying general concepts used to interpret U. S. politics 

· Analyzing specific examples that explore the general concepts

· Understanding the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that form U.S. Politics

· Introducing a variety of theoretical viewpoints and explanations for behaviors and outcomes in the U. S. political arena

This class will be taught as though it were a college-level Political Science class. 

The depth of material and the pace at which it is covered exceed the regular high school semester-long Government course. The textbook is college-level and the activities,    Socratic method of instruction, class discussions, required research and policy papers, analysis of contemporary government/politics, and the required thorough understanding of the U.S. system of government in the context of a historical perspective, significantly exceed those of a regular high school course. 
It is imperative that all students stay on top of requirements and assignments. Students should come to class prepared to participate in classroom discussions each and every day.  These class discussions will critique, assess, debate, and evaluate current events and the readings as they relate to the various aspects of the United States Government. 
Course Purpose and Goals
AP U.S. Government and Politics is designed to offer students an opportunity to take a rigorous and challenging class equivalent to an introductory college-level course. This course is open to students who are willing to accept the challenge and responsibility of engaging in a demanding curriculum. Unlike the standard U.S. government semester course, AP Government and Politics requires a yearlong commitment by the student. Students are expected to take the AP U.S. Government and Politics examination at the end of this course.

Goals
Upon completion of the course students will be able to:
· Assess, critique and identify important facts, concepts and theories relating to U.S. government and politics

· Evaluate and recognize typical patterns of political processes, behaviors and their consequences

· Analyze and interpret basic data relevant to U.S. government and politics

The following topics are to be covered in the course as specified by The Course Description Book AP Us Government and Politics May 2006, May 2007 (pp.5-8)
1. Constitutional Underpinnings of the US Government

2. Political Beliefs and Behaviors

3. Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media

4. Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy and the Federal Courts

5. Public Policy

6. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Philosophy: Kubasaki Mission Statement

The Kubasaki High School community is committed to achievement for all students and preparation for their success as lifelong learners and positive contributors to a global society.

Continuous School Improvement (CSI) Goals:

1.      All students will improve their abilities to solve problems by applying mathematical concepts across the curriculum.

2.      All students will improve their written communication across the curriculum.

Course Format and Policies

Reading: In order for students to be successful in a college level course, it is essential that they maximize their time and complete all assigned readings prior to class discussions. The readings, lectures and discussions will figure prominently in the content of the quizzes and examinations. The students are expected to learn the basic material in their assigned readings. In class they are expected to apply their knowledge in analyzing and evaluating political issues based on their readings. 

Current Events:  Knowledge of contemporary political events is essential for the analytical focus that must be exhibited in class discussions, research papers and essays. Students are required to expose themselves to as many political types of media as possible. 

Textbooks, Materials and other Resources:

1. Required Text :
Wilson J.Q. & DiIulio, J. J. (1998) American government institutions

and policies. ( 7th edition) Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.

2. Supplementary materials:

a. Source Materials: Books
Woll, P. (2004) American government: readings and cases


(15th edition) Pearson Longman.

Serow, A.G. & Ladd, E.C. (2003) The lanahan readings in the 


american polity (3rd edition) Baltimore, MD: Lanahan 

Publishers, Inc.
b.  Source Materials: News and Internet 
Articles from news sources will be referenced weekly. Other internet sites will be referenced as we approach that particular topic. 
Note:  Students are expected to utilize news and internet resources to fully grasp current events and other concepts covered throughout the course. Computers with internet access are available in the school’s information center, as well as the AP Government classroom.  
Course Content 

	Time
	Timeframe
	Topic/Subtopics
	Readings -Textbook and Supplemental Sources

	5-15%
	Weeks 1 - 5
	1. Constitutional Underpinnings of the US Government
· Formulation and Adoption of Constitution

· Separation of Powers

· Federalism

· Theories of democratic government


	Wilson & Dilulio: chapters 1-3

Woll Reader: John Locke, “Second Treatise, of Civil Government”; Woll Reader: Federalist Nos. 10, 47, 48, 50 and 51; McCulloch v. Maryland
American Polity: pgs. 1-6, Alexis De Tocqueville, Democracy in America; 

Other:  Related Current Events
Internet Articles & Sources

Historical Documents and Court Cases

	10-20%
	Weeks 6 - 10
	2. Political Beliefs and Behaviors

· Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and leaders

· Processes by which citizens learn about politics

· The nature, sources and consequences of public opinion

· The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life

· Factors that influence citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life

· Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of Political Beliefs
	Wilson & Dilulio: chapters 4-6

Woll Reader: Schattschneider, “Party Government”; Berelson, et al, “Democratic Practice and Democratic Theory”; Key, Jr., “The Responsible Electorate”; Truman, “The Governmental Process”
 American Polity: Lowi, “The End of Liberalism”; Suro, “Strangers Among Us”; Key, “Public Opinion and American Democracy”; Piven & Cloward, “Why Americans Still Don’t Vote”

Other:

Related Current Events

Internet Articles & Sources

	10-20%
	Weeks 11-15
	3. Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media

· Political Parties and elections (Functions, Organization, Development, Effects on the political process, Electoral laws and systems)

· Interests groups, including political action committees (Range of interests represented, activities of interest groups, effects of interest groups on the political process, unique characteristics and roles of PAC’s in the political process)

· Mass Media (Functions and Structures of the media, Impacts of media on politics
	Wilson & Dilulio: chapters 7-10;

Woll Reader: Ginsberg & Shefter, “Politics by Other Means”; Wattenberg, “Perspectives on American Political Parties”; Rozell and Wilcox, “Interest Groups and the American Political System”; Sabato, “The Misplaced Obsession with PACs”; Buckley v. Valeo; Mann & Ornstein, “Myths and Realities about The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002”

American Polity: Broder, “The Party’s Over”; Jamieson, “Dirty Politics”; Birnbaum, “The Lobbyists”; Balz & Brownstein, “Storming the Gates”; Sabato, “Feeding Frenzy”; Kurtz, “Spin Cycle”

Other:

Related Current Events

Internet Articles & Sources

	35-45%
	Weeks 16-24
	4. Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy and the Federal Courts

· The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power

· Relationships among these four institutions and varying balances of power

· Linkages between institutions and the following: Public opinion and voters, interest groups, political parties, the media, sub-national governments 
	Congress:

Wilson & Dilulio: chapter 11

Woll Reader: Federalist 53, 56, 57, 58, 62, & 63; Burke, “Speech to the Electors of Bristol”; Polsby, “Congress-Bashing for Beginners”; Cook, “Media Power and Congressional Power”; Mayhew, “Congress: “The Electoral Connection”

American Polity: Starobin, “Pork: A Time-Honored Tradition Lives On”; Price, “The Congressional Experience; Gertzon, “Congressional Women”

The Presidency:

Wilson & Dilulio: chapter 12

Woll Reader: Federalist 70; Neustadt, “Presidential Power”; Cronin & Genovese, “Presidential Paradoxes”; Milkis, “The Presidency and Political Parites”; Polsby, “American Presidential Elections: The Last One and the Next One”

American Polity: Schlesinger, “The Imperial Presidency”; Gergen, “Eye Witness to Power”; Rimmerman, “The Rise of the Plebiscitary Presidency”

The Bureaucracy:

Wilson & Dilulio: chapter 13

Woll Reader: Wilson, “The Rise of the Bureaucratic State”; Woll, “Constitutional Democracy and Bureaucratic Power”

American Polity: Heclo, “A Government of Strangers”; Reich, “Locked in the Cabinet”

The Judiciary:

Wilson & Dilulio: chapter 14

Woll Reader: Federalist 78; Marbury v. Madison; Brennan, “How the Supreme Court Arrives at Decisions”; O’Connor, “Constitutional Liberty and the Right to Abortion”; Rehnquist, “Liberty, Privacy, and the Right to Abortion”; Scalia, “Liberty and Abortion: A Strict Constructionist’s View”: Roche, “Judicial Self-Restraint”

American Polity: O’Brien, “Storm Center”; Rostow, “The Democratic Character of Judicial Review”
Linkages:

Woll Reader: Lowi, “The End of Liberalism: The Indictment”; Truman, “The Governmental Process”;

American Polity: Sullivan & Cressman, “The Constitution and Campaign Reform”; Friedman, “Free to Choose”; Galbraith, “The Affluent Society”; Funiciello, “Tyranny of Kindness”

Other: Related Current Events

Internet Articles & Sources

Supreme Court Opinions

	5-15%
	Weeks 25-28
	5. Public Policy

· Policymaking in a federal system

· Formation of policy agendas

· The role of institutions in the enactment of policy

· The role of bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation

· Linkage between policy processes and the following: Political institutions and federalism, political parties, interest groups, public opinion, elections, policy networks.
	Wilson & Dilulio: chapters 15 – 17, 20-22

Woll Reader: Dodd, “Congress and the Quest for Power”
American Polity: Lowi, “The End of Liberalism” 

Other:

Related Current Events

Internet Articles & Sources

	5-15%
	Weeks 29 -31
	6. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

· The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation

· Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties

· The impact of the 14th Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties
	Wilson & Dilulio: chapters 18 & 19

Woll Reader: Gideon v. Wainwright; New York Times Co. v. Sullivan; Plessy v. Ferguson; Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka; Roe v. Wade; Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. Pena; Holmes, “The Need to Maintain a Free Marketplace of Ideas”

American Polity: Sowell, “Civil Rights: Rhetoric or Reality”
Other:

Related Current Events

Internet Articles & Sources


Week 32 will be review for the AP Examination. 

Weeks 33 – 36 will be dedicated to students preparing for and conducting an end of the year project. The following are possible project options, but others may be added. 
· Mock federal election
· Mock presidential election
· Mock congressional hearing
· Mock trial
Assignments and Assessments

Students will be assessed through a variety of assignments and assessments. 

Quizzes/Tests:  
1. There will be a test at the end of each unit.  
2. Each test will consist of multiple-choice questions and at least one (perhaps two) free response question with similar time constraints as the AP exam. There will be no retakes on tests.  Tests will cover material from the textbook, assigned readings, homework and class discussions. 
3. There will also be frequent quizzes to ensure that the outside readings are being done and to assess what areas of the outside readings the students are having difficulty with.  Quizzes may consist of multiple choice, short answer or one free response question.
There will also be a semester exam at the end of the first and second semesters. The semester exam will count 20% of the semester grade, and each quarter grade will count 40%.

Homework/class work/class participation: Students will have homework daily.  Students can expect approximately 1 ½ - 2 hours of homework for every hour that they are in class.  Homework assignments and class work will be completed to foster practice of key objectives and components. The majority of homework assignments are reading a section in the text, taking notes and being 
prepared for a quiz the following day. Written assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the day it is due.  Class participation will be taken through an anecdotal assessment strategy.  Students will be expected to thoughtfully take part in classroom discussions. Students must show evidence of higher order thinking skills in order to receive optimal credit.  

Projects: Projects will primarily consist of written papers and essays, as well as oral presentations.  This includes free response questions in addition to those at the end of unit exams.
Late Work Policy:  This is an advanced course and all assignments should be turned in on the assigned due date. With the exception of excused absences or family emergencies, no late work will be accepted. If absent, students are expected to proceed to the next assignment and still be prepared on the day they return. Any assignments that were handed out in class the day they were absent can be turned in the following class period.

Grading Scale 

Chapter tests/quizzes count 45% of the course grade, homework/class work/participation count 30% and projects/unit tests/FRQs count 25%.  



Grading Scale

90 -100 = A   

        



80 - 89 = B   







         
70 - 79 = C   



60- 69 = D   





59 or below = F        

Weighted Grade Policy
This school system calculates weighted course grades for students who complete and take the requisite exam of an Advanced Placement (AP) Course. 



Unweighted Scale A=4   Weighted Scale A=5



Unweighted Scale B=3   Weighted Scale B=4



Unweighted Scale C=2   Weighted Scale C=3



Unweighted Scale D=1   Weighted Scale D=2



Unweighted Scale F=0    Weighted Scale F=0   

Behavior

This is an advanced course and students are expected to behave themselves so that constructive, valuable class discussions can take place in a solid learning environment. Expectations include academic integrity, and any form of cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating includes copying from a classmate, using notes, books, or anything not specifically authorized on tests & quizzes. Cheating also includes plagiarism.  If students are caught cheating they will be given a zero on the assignment, test or quiz.  Serious examples of cheating such as plagiarism on reports, projects or tests or cheating multiple times, copying homework, will result in a recommendation for expulsion from the class. 
Support Services
The following support services are provided by the school to students in the AP U.S. Government and Politics course: 
· AVID/AVID strategies
· Guest speakers 

· Extra teacher support/tutoring during seminar or after school by appointment
· Peer Tutoring Sessions 
· One or more Saturday practice/test simulation sessions 
· One or more Saturday review sessions
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