AP Government Summer Assignment 2009
Welcome to AP Government!  This course will be an in-depth examination of American Government and Politics.  You are required to complete the following summer reading assignments and the grades will be applied to your first quarter grade.  
DUE DATE:
First day you attend class.  

(Students enrolling to Kubasaki during the summer, due date is October 1, 2008.)

Instructor:  Megan Youness   megan.youness@pac.dodea.edu
Please don’t hesitate to contact me over the summer.  If you have questions, don’t wait until August.  It may take me a few days to get back to you, but I will respond.
1. College Board Website:

Become familiar with the AP College Board U.S. Government Web Site.   
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_usgov.html?usgovpol

The College Board web site is an excellent resource for students to use for information throughout the course.  Log on to the College Board and read the introduction to AP US Government. 
REQUIREMENT #1: Complete the 1 page handout at the end of this packet.

2. Current Events:
If you can relate the theoretical concepts of the course to actual events, you are much more likely to understand and retain the material.  Therefore, you should do one or more of the following every day:
· Read a major national newspaper (ie: Washington Post, NY Times, Chicago Tribune, etc.) You can find these papers online.
· Watch news broadcast that concentrates on national news.  (CNN, ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, PBS, etc.)

· Read news magazines (The Economist, Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, etc.)

· Watch daily, or weekly news anthology shows (Hardball with Chris Mathews, Face the Nation, Meet the Press, etc.)
REQUIREMENT #2:

Keep a running log (in a journal or notebook) of various events as you read/watch each week.  Write a few sentences about what is happening, and your thoughts. You will have a current event quiz on the first day of class. 
Please note:  You should be following events that are related to U.S. Government.  Examples: foreign and domestic affairs (the economy, Iraq, Afghanistan, environment, etc.), Supreme Court decisions, legislation passed by Congress, Presidential actions, etc.  While there are always many interesting/entertaining stories and scandals happening in our country, I do not want to read about them in your current event journal (unless they are related to our government or politics).
3. Summer Reading: 

To create momentum & interest, you are required to read the following book: [image: image1.jpg]L X
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Hardball, by Chris Matthews (1999)     ISBN#: 0684845598 
The book can be purchased used on several websites:  biblio.com, Ebay, Amazon, Half.com, etc.  Please make sure you to purchase the 1999 edition of the book
REQUIREMENT #3:  

In addition to reading the book, you must complete one Hardball assignment.  You have the option of choosing assignment 1 or assignment 2.   A rubric has been provided for each assignment.  Make sure you reference the appropriate rubric while working on your chosen assignment.   The assignment is also due on the first day of class, and will count as a project grade for the 1st quarter.   

Good Luck! Have a great summer. 
I look forward to seeing you in the fall.
Hardball Summer Reading Assignment #1

You will be writing your opinions on the relevance of the maxims presented below in our current political atmosphere. 
1.  Maxims: 

Pick four (4) of the maxims listed below and explain them in your own words. There should be one paragraph minimum for each maxim.
2. Essay: 
You have been assigned as a campaign advisor for a Presidential Candidate. 
a. Which two maxims would you repeat to them every morning during the campaign? Why?

b. Which maxim would you tell your candidate to ignore and why? Be sure to argue why these particular maxims fit this particular candidate.

Here are the maxims from Hardball that you will be defining and arguing:
· What've ya done for me lately?

· All politics is local

· Triangulation

· It's better to receive than to give

· Dance with the one that brung ya.

· Keep your enemies in front of you

· Don't Get Mad; Don't Get Even; Get Ahead

· Leave no shot unanswered.

· Hang a Lantern on Your Problem

· Politics = Power

· Only talk when it improves the silence

· Retail politics

· The Press is the Enemy

Instructions: 

· You will be graded on the rubric below. 

· Do not use the first person (I, me, we, etc.).  
· Your paper should be about four pages, double-spaced, and typed.  
· If you want to email drafts of your assignments early so that I can correct them and give them back, you may.  (PRIOR to August 15th)
Hardball Rubric (Assignment #1)

	
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Introduction: Your introduction should have a thesis statement and open in an interesting manner.
	10
	

	Maxims: Four maxims should be listed and thoroughly explained in your own words.
	20
	

	Essay:  Current political candidate is chosen. Three maxims are selected for that particular candidate. Specific reasons, with examples, are cited as to why those maxims were selected for that particular candidate. An understanding of the candidate and how the maxims apply to that candidate are evident.
	40
	

	Conclusion: There should be a transition from the previous paragraph.  The conclusion should include summary statements of your main points from your body paragraphs as well as a restatement of your thesis statement.  You must use different language from elsewhere in your paper.  The conclusion should end with a strong “so what?” sentence that expresses why your point is important or interesting.
	10
	

	Language Mechanics: You should have no spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors.  There should be no problems with sentence structure and you should use appropriate language for a formal essay. The essay should also be formatted in APA style.  
	20
	

	TOTAL
	100
	


Hardball Summer Reading Assignment #2

1. Essay:
Think about the lessons that Chris Matthews talks about in his book.  Choose your (3) three favorites to write an essay for the following prompt.

Explain how, according to Chris Matthews, the game of politics is played.  Who gets ahead and why?  Choose three of the lessons that Matthews tries to teach us in the book.  Include a variety of examples in your discussions – presidents, members of Congress, aides, etc.  If you can, try to think of some examples from today’s politics that demonstrate what Matthews is talking about.
Instructions: 

· You will be graded on the rubric below.

· Do not use the first person (I, me, we, etc.).  
· Your paper should be about four pages, double-spaced, and typed.  
· Use APA formatting style for all written assignments. 
· If you want to turn in drafts of your assignments early so that I can correct them and give them back, you may. 
Terms to know:

Hardball, “The Johnson Treatment”, Positioning, The Establishment, Retail Politics, Patronage, Wholesale Politics, Spin
People to identify:

Niccolo Macchiavelli, Ronald Reagan, Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill, Richard Nixon, LBJ, Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, Chris Matthews

Hardball Rubric (Assignment #2)

	
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Introduction: Your introduction should have a thesis statement that is provable, mention three categories of proof, and open in an interesting manner.
	10
	

	First Lesson: This section should have a link to the previous paragraph.  You should demonstrate that you understand the substance of Matthews’ point and how the examples illustrate that point. There should be a topic sentence that supports the paper’s thesis statement as well as three pieces of supporting evidence for the section’s point. It should not be repetitious of your other points in the paper. 
	20
	

	Second Lesson: This section should have a link to the previous paragraph.  You should demonstrate that you understand the substance of Matthews’ point and how the examples illustrate that point. There should be a topic sentence that supports the paper’s thesis statement as well as three pieces of supporting evidence for the section’s point. It should not be repetitious of your other points in the paper.
	20
	

	Third Lesson: This section should have a link to the previous paragraph.  You should demonstrate that you understand the substance of Matthews’ point and how the examples illustrate that point. There should be a topic sentence that supports the paper’s thesis statement as well as three pieces of supporting evidence for the section’s point. It should not be repetitious of your other points in the paper.
	20
	

	Conclusion: There should be a transition from the previous paragraph.  The conclusion should include summary statements of your main points from your body paragraphs as well as a restatement of your thesis statement.  You must use different language from elsewhere in your paper.  The conclusion should end with a strong “so what?” sentence that expresses why your point is important or interesting.
	10
	

	Language Mechanics: You should have no spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors.  There should be no problems with sentence structure and you should use appropriate language for a formal essay. The essay should also be formatted in APA style.  
	20
	

	TOTAL
	100
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