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Kubasaki High School

AP United States History
Megan Youness, Instructor

Course Description 
AP U.S. History is a yearlong course that is equivalent to a one-semester introductory college course in U.S. History.  AP United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States History.  Students will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

This class will be taught as though it were a college-level class. The depth of material and the pace at which it is covered exceed the regular high school semester-long U.S. History course. The textbook is college-level and the activities, Socratic method of instruction, class discussions, required research and policy papers, and the required thorough understanding of U.S. History significantly exceed those of a regular high school course. 
It is imperative that all students stay on top of requirements and assignments. Students should come to class prepared to participate in classroom discussions each and every day.  These class discussions will critique, assess, debate, and evaluate current events and the readings as they relate to the various aspects of the United States History. 
Course Purpose and Goals
AP U.S. History is designed to offer students an opportunity to take a rigorous and challenging class equivalent to an introductory college-level course. This course is open to students who are willing to accept the challenge and responsibility of engaging in a demanding curriculum. Students are expected to take the AP U.S. History examination at the end of this course.

Philosophy: Kubasaki Mission Statement

The Kubasaki High School community is committed to achievement for all students and preparation for their success as lifelong learners and positive contributors to a global society.

Continuous School Improvement (CSI) Goals:

1.      All students will improve their abilities to solve problems by applying mathematical concepts across the curriculum.

2.      All students will improve their written communication across the curriculum.

Course Format and Policies
Reading: In order for students to be successful in a college level course, it is essential that they maximize their time and complete all assigned readings prior to class discussions. The readings, lectures and discussions will figure prominently in the content of the quizzes and examinations. The students are expected to learn the basic material in their assigned readings. In class they are expected to apply their knowledge in analyzing and evaluating political issues based on their readings. 

Textbooks, Materials and other Resources:

1. Required Text :
Enduring Vision, Houghton Mifflin

2. Supplementary materials:

American Issues

Supreme Court
Content Outline:


1st 9 Weeks:  Earliest American History – 1800



American Before Columbus



Colonization



American Revolution



New Republic


2nd 9 Weeks:  1800 – 1865



Age of Jefferson



Westward Expansion



Industrialization



Reform Movement



Slavery 



Civil War



Reconstruction

3rd 9 Weeks:  1865 – 1939



Frontier West



Rise of Industrial and Urban America 



Progressive Era



World War I



Depression and New Deal



World War II


4th 9 Weeks:  1950 – present



Cold War



Vietnam War



Social Change



End of the Cold War



Terrorism and the Gulf Wars



AP Test

Standards:  


Citizenship:  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide 



for the study of the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in a 



democratic republic.


Culture:  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for 



the study of culture and cultural diversity.


Time, Continuity, and Change:  Social studies programs should include 



experiences that provide for the study of the way human beings view 



themselves in and over time.


Space and Place:  Social studies programs should include experiences that 



provide for the study of space and place.


Individual Development and Identity:  Social studies programs should include 



experiences that provide for the study of individual development and 



identity.


Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Social studies programs should provide 



for the study of the interaction among individuals, groups, and 



institutions.


Production, Distribution and Consumption: Social studies programs should 



include experiences that provide for the study of how people organize 



for production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.


Power, Authority, and Governance: Social studies programs should include 



experiences that provide for the study of how people create and 



change structures of power, authority, and governance.


Science, Technology, and Society: Social studies programs should include 



experiences that provide for the study of the relationships among 



science, technology, and society.


Global Connections: Social studies programs should include experiences that 



provide for the study of global connections and interdependence

Assignments and Assessments

Students will be assessed through a variety of assignments and assessments. 

Quizzes/Tests:  
1. There will be a test at the end of each unit.  
2. Each test will consist of multiple-choice questions and at least one (perhaps two) free response question with similar time constraints as the AP exam. There will also be several DBQ tests (Document Based Questions).  There will be no retakes on tests.  Tests will cover material from the textbook, assigned readings, homework and class discussions. 
3. There will also be frequent quizzes to ensure that the outside readings are being done and to assess what areas of the outside readings the students are having difficulty with.  Quizzes may consist of multiple choice, short answer or free response question or document based question.
There will also be a semester exam at the end of the first and second semesters. The semester exam will count 20% of the semester grade, and each quarter grade will count 40%.

Homework/class work/class participation: Students will have homework daily.  Students can expect approximately 1 ½ - 2 hours of homework for every hour that they are in class.  Homework assignments and class work will be completed to foster practice of key objectives and components. The majority of homework assignments are reading a section in the text, taking notes and being prepared for a quiz the following day. Written assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the day it is due.  Class participation will be taken through an anecdotal assessment strategy.  Students will be expected to thoughtfully take part in classroom discussions. Students must show evidence of higher order thinking skills in order to receive optimal credit.  

Projects: Projects will primarily consist of written papers and essays, as well as oral presentations.  This includes free response questions and document based questions in addition to those at the end of unit exams.
Late Work Policy:  This is an advanced course and all assignments should be turned in on the assigned due date. With the exception of excused absences or family emergencies, no late work will be accepted. If absent, students are expected to proceed to the next assignment and still be prepared on the day they return. Any assignments that were handed out in class the day they were absent can be turned in the following class period.

Grading Scale 

Chapter tests/quizzes count 40% of the course grade, homework/class work/participation count 30% and projects/unit tests/FRQs/DBQs count 30%.  



Grading Scale

90 -100 = A   

        



80 - 89 = B   







         
70 - 79 = C   



60- 69 = D   





59 or below = F        

Weighted Grade Policy
This school system calculates weighted course grades for students who complete and take the requisite exam of an Advanced Placement (AP) Course. 


Unweighted Scale A=4   Weighted Scale A=5



Unweighted Scale B=3   Weighted Scale B=4



Unweighted Scale C=2   Weighted Scale C=3



Unweighted Scale D=1   Weighted Scale D=2



Unweighted Scale F=0    Weighted Scale F=0   

Behavior

This is an advanced course and students are expected to behave themselves so that constructive, valuable class discussions can take place in a solid learning environment. Expectations include academic integrity, and any form of cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating includes copying from a classmate, using notes, books, or anything not specifically authorized on tests & quizzes. Cheating also includes plagiarism.  If students are caught cheating they will be given a zero on the assignment, test or quiz.  Serious examples of cheating such as plagiarism on reports, projects or tests or cheating multiple times, copying homework, will result in a recommendation for expulsion from the class. 
Support Services
The following support services are provided by the school to students in the AP U.S. Government and Politics course: 
· AVID/AVID strategies
· Guest speakers 

· Extra teacher support/tutoring during seminar or after school by appointment
· Peer Tutoring Sessions 
· One or more Saturday practice/test simulation sessions 
· One or more Saturday review sessions
· THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT.
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