DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

EDUCATION ACTIVITY
4040 NORTH FAIRFAX DRIVE
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203-1635
MEMORANDUM

TO: Parents/Sponsors

SUBJECT: Expectations for Students Enrolling in Advanced Placement® Courses
FROM: Dr. Christine L. Hill, Coordinator, GE/AP, DoDEA Headquarters
DATE: August 19, 2009

Advanced Placement® is a rigorous academic program built on the commitment, passion, and hard work of students
and educators from both secondary schools and higher education. Since 1955, the AP® Program has enabled millions
of students to take college-level courses and exams, and to earn college credit or placement while still in high school.

AP® is held in high regard for a number of reasons. Committees of college faculty and experienced AP® teachers
design each of the AP® courses offered throughout DoDEA schools. To label a course “AP®,” a high school must
demonstrate how the course meets or exceeds college-level curricular and resource requirements. AP® exams are
regularly benchmarked against the performance of students in introductory college courses. By taking AP® courses,
students are provided the opportunity to earn early college credit and improve their chances of college admission.

The importance of regular attendance cannot be overstated and should be a priority throughout the year. The teaching-
learning process builds upon itself: Each lesson presented to students is based upon or related to those that preceded it.
If absences occur, students miss some of this knowledge and may have difficulty fully understanding concepts. While
some students may be able to catch up, others fall behind because they have missed crucial steps in learning. As a
result, grades may be adversely impacted.

While we encourage students to enroll in AP® courses, we reiterate the fact that they are college-level courses where
students are held to high academic expectations. We ask that you and your child discuss their extracurricular activities
as related to their course schedule and the number of AP® courses in which they are enrolled. This is especially
important for seniors for whom graduation is nearing. As young adults, they are learning responsibility and time
management. There is a delicate balance between a well-rounded schedule and taking on more than one can handle. As
always, guidance counselors are available if issues arise. By communicating with your child’s counselor well in
advance, they have a better chance of changing a schedule or working with the student and teacher in an effort to avoid
failing grades.

Please be advised that parents/sponsors are responsible for any fees which result from a student’s failure to take exams
and/or administration of late exams for reasons not approved by the College Board. Please communicate with the
school principal as soon as possible if any academic or testing issues arise, or if you will be PCSing prior to the
administration of an AP® exam. As exam dates are set by the College Board, we may be unable to rectify a situation
without ample prior notice.

In order to provide clarification regarding expectations for students enrolling in AP® Courses, DoDEA requests this
letter be signed by a parent/sponsor and returned to the school’s AP® Coordinator. Please note that while a signature
is not a prerequisite to enroll in an AP® course, it shall be strongly encouraged as documentation of receipt of the
information contained within this memorandum.
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